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Cell phone test to monitor 1-880 traffic flow Restaurant owner sued
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An experiment this week by UC Berkeley researchers and a cell phone manufacturer Continue Watching...
could help eliminate some of the frustrations of driving around the Bay Area -
unpredictability of traffic.
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Some congested metro areas estimate driving times with sensors in the pavement and

cameras mounted alongside freeways. Four years ago, 511 started estimating driving Tq]l'hmes PIER 39
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The system devised with Nokia uses only necessary data to measure travel times, said
J.D. Margulici, associate director for the California Center for Innovative HoLlow
Transportation, the UC group coordinating the so-called Mobile Century field $1.600

experiment on Friday. He said the system takes steps to make sure a specific phone can't
be tracked. HOLLOW

"Never do we actually handle privacy-sensitive data," he said.
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transportation technology, said tests using cell phones to monitor traffic are in effect in
at least three other metropolitan areas: Seattle, St. Louis and Atlanta. Margulici said DIAMOND HEIGHTS
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one-hour breaks. Cameras mounted on bridges at the end of each loop will record the




actual travel times for comparison. Observers from the university, Nokia and Caltrans
will monitor the test from a tent in a parking lot on the side of the freeway.

The test results will then be analyzed to determine how such a system could best work,
Margulici said.

"Maybe two years down the road, this is what will be possible," he said.
But Wagenblast warned drivers against getting too optimistic about traffic prediction.

"l don't think we'll ever get to the point that it's totally predictable,” he said. "Like the
weather - we haven't gotten that down yet."

Online resource

Learn more about the California Center for Innovative Transportation:
www.calccit.org.

E-mail Michael Cabanatuan at mcabanatuan@sfchronicle.com
This article appeared on page B - 3 of the San Francisco Chronicle
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Distance Measuring Device for Your Car
Small display mounts in your car for accurate measuring as you drive.
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you use. It comes loaded with features that save you money. Links and review.
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Google Maps: Live Traffic

Drive smarter with Google Maps Live traffic & accurate directions.

(maps.google.com)
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