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Latest News

Palo Alto (CA) - Nokia and UC Berkeley just
finished a new research project that was able to
provide real-time "direct from the street" traffic
information using nothing but mobile phone GPS
signals.
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There are countless websites and subscription services that offer realtime traffic information based on accident reports and complicated
calculations, but Nokia and UCB took that one step further by getting
this data directly from traveling cars.
In the study, 100 students traveled a 10-mile stretch of highway along
the California coastline. Each car was equipped with a Nokia N95
phone with GPS capabilities. The entire pool of GPS data was
submitted to the university in real-time.

UC Berkeley said in a statement, "To our knowledge, this is the first
demonstration of this scale using GPS-enabled mobile devices to
provide
traffic related data such as travel times, and with a deliberate focus
on critical deployment factors like bandwidth costs and personal
privacy
issues."
Nokia says it wants to take this small test of 100 people and branch it
out to everyone who owns a GPS-enabled Nokia phone. Users would
have the option of sending their data anonymously to a central server
that is able to collect and broadcast information from around the
country.
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The point of the study was to see if this provided more accurate
information than sources like traffic.com, which rely on weather
conditions, accidents, and other external factors that are just plugged
into a scale formula.

Email This

RSS

Go

Mobility

now

Slideshows

Search in TG Daily:

Nokia tracks traffic info with
gang of GPS feeds

vote

Archive

Featured Slideshows
Windows 7: First presentation at PDC 2008
Bloodhound SSC: 1000 mph car
Motorola's $2000 cellphone: Aura
Top 10 Smartphones: Christmas 2008
Google Android phone: T-Mobile G1
Blu-ray players and Prices: October 2008
Find more in our Slideshow Overview »

No more betas for Firefox
3.5: Browser on track for
Q2 launch
Read | Comments

Related Articles
Cloak of invisibility to aid
semi business
Forget the iPhone, China
likes the Hi Phone
Night owls have more staying
power
Battle of the Brains crowns
world champions
Urine test may reveal lung
cancer risk
Nokia’s profit down 90%
Win 7: Looks to be Vista
disaster, Take 2

Featured Articles
Review: Photoshop CS4 with GPU acceleration
Future: Nextfest: Toyota shows off 36 mph chair
Power-efficient notebooks: Get the LED display,
drop the SSD.
Research: IBM cools 3D chips with integrated water
channels
Windows 7: PDC 2008 sheds light on Windows 7
features, promises pre-beta software
Google phone: T-Mobile G1 - The Good, the bad
and the ugly

