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Nokia and UC Berkeley capture real-time traffic information
using GPS-enabled mobile devices

About 100 cars equipped with the Nokia 95 and driven by University of California students

traveled a 10-mile highway stretch near San Fransisco to demonstrate how real-time

traffic stats can be obtained using GPS-enabled cell phones. Conducted by Nokia in

association with UC Berkley Research Facility, this experiment was carried out using a

special software developed by Nokia to aggregate individual GPS feeds and combine it to

create a real-time traffic picture. All data sent was completely anonymous and

encrypted, keeping privacy concerns at bay. The special software on the N95s used during

the test sent periodical speed and location readings based on the integrated GPS system.

With congestion causing 4.2 billion hours of travel in USA alone, Nokia believes that this

very well could be the answer, with only 5% of drivers needing to contribute for the

system to work on any given highway. The driver can also opt to turn off their GPS feed if

unwilling to share position data from their device. Given the steady increase of cell

phones with integrated GPS, this innovative idea cannot entirely be ruled out and could

pave the way for a better traveling experience.
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